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T A B L E  o f C o n te n ts

ea n -P ierre B la c k b u rn  ha s  c ome
a  lon g  w a y . H e s a y s  so himself:
“ L ife a fter p olitic s  is  ha rd.”  In
1 9 9 3 , hop in g  to b e “ the roc k

tha t w ou ld s ta y  p u t”  in  the tida l w a v e
tha t s w ep t the L ib era ls  to p ow er, he
b ided his  time a t home on  the shores
of R iv iè re-des -S a b les , a t the
c on flu en c e of the S a g u en a y  R iv er.

Wha t to him w a s  a n  u n ev en tfu l
jou rn ey  in  the w ildern es s  w ou ld ha v e
seemed a  P a ris -D a k a r R a lly  to Joe Q .
C itiz en . Jea n -P ierre B la c k b u rn  is  a
v is ib le a n d a c tiv e ma n . A fter n ea rly
1 0  y ea rs  in  the H ou se of C ommon s  a s
M emb er of P a rlia men t for Jon q u iè re,
he ha d n o in ten tion  of s ittin g  on  his
p en s ion er’s  p itta n c e a n d w a tc hin g  his
b lu eb erries  g row . In  his  mid-forties
(he is  5 7  toda y ), he look ed to the
fu tu re. B u t the p os t-M u lron ey  era  ha d
its  low  eb b s : “ T he p hon e didn ’t rin g

a s  mu c h, frien ds  w ere s c a rc e, the
p olitic a l la b el show ed too mu c h,”  he
a dmitted, res ig n ed to the fic k len es s  of
p olitic s .

“ I’m ha p p y  in  p olitic s , it’s  w here 
I thriv e,”  he s a id a b ou t the rea son s
for retu rn in g  to the p olitic a l s c en e.
H is  c a n dou r a n d selfles s  rea son in g  –
s o c ha ra c teris tic  of the S a g u en a y
p eop le –  w a s  u n dou b tedly  w ha t ma de
his  w ife, a  n u rse b y  tra in in g , a n d his
hon ey , ha v e a  c ha n g e of hea rt.
In itia lly , she w a s  op p osed to his  third
retu rn  “ to b u s in es s ”  a s  de G a u lle
w ou ld s a y , p rob a b ly  b ec a u s e of his
c ru s hin g  defea t in  the Jon q u iè re
ma y ora lty  ra c e in  1 9 9 5 . 

F or M r. B la c k b u rn ,
w ho ha d p rob a b ly
join ed the ra c e a s  a
w in k  to his  g ra n d-
fa ther, A lp hon s e de
L a u n iè re, M a y or of
C ha mb ord in  the
fifties  a n d s ix ties , the
s etb a c k  w a s  ju s t
a n other democ ra tic
reb u ff. F or the fa llen
c a n dida te, w hom his  g ra n dfa ther
a ffec tion a tely  c a lled his  “ min is ter”
w hen  he w a s  little, it w ou ld ju s t b e a
ma tter of time u n til he c ou ld ta k e his
g ra n dfa ther a t his  w ord. 

M ea n w hile, the former federa l M P
p erk ed u p  a n d w ork ed on  a  n ew
p rojec t. A n  a rtic u la te a n d a n a ly tic a l
ma n , his  s tin t in  the b u s in es s  w orld in
the n in eties  w a s  in  s y n c  w ith his
forte, c ommu n ic a tion s . H e fou n ded
B lac k b u r n -C o m m u n ic atio n ... I n c ., a
p u b lic  rela tion s  firm w here he w ore
a ll the ha ts : b os s , a dmin is tra tor a n d
emp loy ee.

A s  in  p olitic s , the b u s in es s  w orld c a n
sometimes  b e tha n k les s : “ L et’s  ju s t
s a y  tha t I lea rn ed to ma n a g e
metic u lou s ly ,”  he s a id, thin k in g  b a c k .
T he telep hon e s top p ed rin g in g  off the
hook  a n d w hen  it did rin g , dema n d
often  ou ts trip p ed s u p p ly . “ P eop le
w ou ld c ome to me for a dv ic e,
s u g g es tion s , a s s is ta n c e. O r I’d b e
a s k ed to join  s u c h a n d s u c h a n
org a n iz a tion .”

A  pu re produ ct of h is reg ion

In  2 0 0 2 , the fu tu re min is ter
c omp leted a  ma s ter’s  deg ree in
reg ion a l s tu dies  a n d in terv en tion  a t
the U n iver s ité  d u  Q u é b ec  à
C h ic o u tim i. A  p u re p rodu c t of his

reg ion , his  a c a demic
a n d c a reer p a th is  a
n a tu ra l fit for the
A g en c y . “ I’v e n ev er
hidden  the fa c t tha t 
my  ma in  c on c ern  is
reg ion a l dev elop men t,”
he told u s . H is  v is ion  is
b a s ed on  a n  emp iric a l
a p p roa c h. N o w on der he
s p on ta n eou s ly  b rou g ht

u p  the s u b jec t of ru ra l y ou th ou t-
mig ra tion  du rin g  the in terv iew . 

T his  morn in g , les s  tha n  a n  hou r
b efore his  firs t meetin g  w ith a  lea rn ed
a s semb ly  of A g en c y  s ta ff, the n ew
C on serv a tiv e min is ter w a s  s till ridin g
hig h on  the w a v e tha t ha d c a rried
him to p ow er. H e w a s  on  top  form
for a  ma n  w ho ha d g ot u p  a t the w ee
hou rs  a n d ha d ju s t emerg ed from
T ru dea u -D orv a l a irp ort tra ffic .
U n ders ta n da b ly  so. R a re is  the p erson
from his  reg ion , c on s idered a
sep a ra tis t s tron g hold, w ho ma k es  it
to the holy  of holies  a t the p rov in c ia l
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A n  a r ticu la te a n d

a n a ly tica l m a n ,

h is stin t in  th e b u sin ess

w or ld in  th e n in eties w a s

in  sy n c w ith  h is for te,

com m u n ica tion s.

C a pta in  C E D
“…Throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe

harbor. C atc h the trad e wind s in you r sails. E x p lore.

D ream. D iscover…” (Mark Twain)

J

T h e n ew  M in is ter, J ean -P ier re B lac k b u r n , d o es  n o t lac k  fo r  m ar in e
m etap h o r s  w h en  talk in g  ab o u t h is  ar r ival at th e A g en c y . H e s p eak s  o f

tu r n in g  th e “ o c ean  lin er ”  ar o u n d  an d  r eac h in g  “ c r u is in g  s p eed ” . H avin g
alread y  b ein g  b een  n ic k n am ed  “ C ap tain  C an ad a”  an d  “ C ap tain  S ag u en ay ” ,

h e n o w  h as  a n ew  m o n ik er  —  a var iatio n  o n  th e sam e th em e. W elc o m e
ab o ar d , C ap tain .
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doscope

hat was the most
talked-about subject
in Canada early this

winter?  No, for once it was not the
weather. It was politics of course and
for good reason: it is not every year
that we have a change of government
in Canada. For many federal public
employees, including yours truly, it
was a first! 

And of course, a change of  govern-
ment means a new party, and a new
minister. In this issue, we profile our
new Minister, Jean-Pierre Blackburn,
who agreed to give us an interview just
weeks after he assumed office.
Member of Parliament for Jonquière-
Alma, Mr. Blackburn is in a good
position to understand  economic
development issues in the regions as
well as the importance of the role
played in Quebec by institutions such
as the Agency.

While looking to the future with this
interview, Kaleidoscope also takes a
look back in time. Hervé Duff, who is
retiring this spring, retraces the history
of the federal organization of
economic development in Quebec
since its infancy over 4 0 years ago. An
amazing corporate memory, wouldn’t
you say?

from theW ord
Edito r

2

Y ou can read about two business
office colleagues. Pierre Sirois, a La
Relève employee in the Outaouais,
joined the Agency about three years
ago. At 27, he’s come a long way! Paul
Gagné, who is with the Bas-Saint-
Laurent office, shares his two great
passions with us: gardening and new
technologies.

Also to be read: the challenges facing
Promotion and Information Outreach’s
Internet team in building the Agency’s
future website while simultaneously
managing its existing content. As well,
articles on our first and very successful
Diversity Day in January, New
Employee Introductory Days, and
much more!

In closing, I would like to mention that
Franç ois Bélisle is leaving the Editorial
Board. Franç ois joined the team for
the winter 2003 issue and one of his
key tasks was to assemble news items
for the Regions on the move column.
His original approach to soliciting
these texts helped fill the column for
two years! Always generous with his
time, Franç ois also wrote many
articles for Kaleidoscope. Beginning
with the next issue, his colleagues in
Regional Communications will take
turns taking over for him on the
Board. Many thanks, Franç ois, for
your valuable contribution!

Enjoy your reading, and a big thank
you to everyone who contributed to
this issue of Kaleidoscope.

level and, a fortiori, at the federal
level. Apparently, having your name
start with the letter “B” helps: Benoît
Bouchard, Marc-André Bédard,
Jacques Brassard and Lucien
Bouchard are a few illustrious
politicians from the region. 

If his ideology differs
from that of most of
them – after all
Blackburn is a Scottish
name – the new Alma-
Jonquière Member of
Parliament did not fall
far from his tree. 
“I have the same roots.
My role as a represen-
tative of Quebec and
my region is very
important.” But do not expect him to
spend his time proffering advice and
tips as Gospel. “I will intervene only
when I feel it is appropriate,” he said
modestly. Mr. Blackburn is one of
only three MPs in the House to have
been elected the first time in 198 4 . 

Two tips of the hat

With its 27 ministers, Stephen
Harper’s new government has a
slimmed-down profile. It is what the
Prime Minister said he wanted. When
Jean-Pierre Blackburn was called for
the formation of the cabinet, little did
he know that he would be put in
charge of two portfolios. “When they
mentioned the two ministries, I
thought they (the Prime Minister and
his advisors) wanted to know
whether I had a preference. When I
realized they wanted me to take 
on both of them, I was doubly
delighted.”

He was about to continue when the
waitress serving us recognized him
and greeted him warmly: “Oh, of
course, you’re one of the new
ministers!” She glanced at me and
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seeing nothing ministerial there,
simply asked: “More coffee too? ”
The Minister responded in kind,
perhaps surprised that he would be
recognized in Montréal. Mind you,
his daughter (he also has a son)
works in the hotel next to the
restaurant where we were having our

breakfast meeting.
Perhaps she had spread
the word that her 
Dad was in town. 
If the name Blackburn
echoes loudly from
Richard-Desmeules
Stadium to Arvida’s
Davis Square, it might
ring fewer bells in
Southern Quebec, and
even fewer west of the

Ottawa River. However, with his two
ministerial hats – Labour and the
Agency –, his many future trips to
Ottawa and his upcoming federal-
provincial meeting in Whistler at the
side of his BC counterpart, Jean-
Pierre Blackburn will soon be a
familiar name across Canada. 

The new Minister’s arrival at the top
was closely followed at the Agency.
Some of us pounced on our
dictionaries to find out more about
the American diplomat and
politician, George Marshall, who, as
secretary of state in the forties
organized the European Recovery
Program, often called the Marshall
Plan. This is the kind of program
which the new Minister would like to
see implemented, in relative terms of
course, at the regional level. When
this article is published in the spring
Kaleidoscope, more than a month
will have gone by since he was sworn
in as minister; the day he solemnly
put his hand on the Bible and looked
over at his wife, as if to say: “I made
it, honey. I’ve come a long way.” We
wish you every success, Captain!

Captain CED

Y esterd a y, tod a y 

a nd  tomorrow

Continued from page 1

O n F ebruary 21 , M inister B lack burn met with Agency staff from the Greater M ontré al area. H e is

pictured here with M ichè le L oriston and Salah B en Rejeb.

By

Sandra Duchesne

If the name B lack burn

echoes loudly from

Richard-Desmeules

Stadium to Arvida’s Davis

Sq uare, it might ring

fewer bells in Southern

Q uebec...
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